Ash Wednesday
February 22, 2023
Pastor Dawn Busch
Serving the congregations of Medora, Belfield, Daglum

Musical Accompanists
Tami Elefson - Medora  Jean Franklin - Belfield

A warm welcome to all visitors and friends.
We hope you are blessed by worshipping with us today.

ORDER OF SERVICE

Prelude
*Stand

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Hymn #309 - Lord Jesus, Think on Me
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1 Lord Je - sus, think on me, and purge a - way my sin;
2 Lord Je - sus, think on me, by  anx - ious thoughts op - pressed;
3 Lord Je - sus, think on me, nor let me go a - stray;
4 Lord Je - sus, think on  me, that, when the flood is  past,
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from self - ish pas-sions set me free and make me pure with-in.
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let me your lov-ing ser - vant be and taste your prom-ised rest.
through dark-ness and per - plex - i - ty point out your cho - sen way.
I may thee-ter - nal bright-ness see and share your joy at last

Text: Synesius of Cyrene, 375-430; tr. Allen W. Chatfield, 1808-1896, alt.
Music: SOUTHWELL, W. Daman, The Psalmes of Dauid, 1579, alt.

Greeting
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made, and you forgive the sins of all
who are penitent. Create in us new and honest hearts, so that, truly repenting of our sins, we may
receive from you, the God of all mercy, full pardon and forgiveness through your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now

and forever. Amen.
*Congregation is Seated



Word

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song

First Reading: Isaiah 58:1-12

IShout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my people their
rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins. 2Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know my
ways, as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance of
their God; they ask of me righteous judgments, they delight to draw near to God. 3“Why do we fast,
but you do not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” Look, you serve your own
interest on your fast day, and oppress all your workers. 4Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight
and to strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you do today will not make your voice heard on
high. 3Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself? Is it to bow down the head like a
bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to the LORD?

¢Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let
the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? “Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and
bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide
yourself from your own kin? 8Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing
shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the LORD shall be your rear
guard. °Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I
am. If you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 10if you
offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the
darkness and your gloom be like the noonday. '"The LORD will guide you continually, and satisfy
your needs in parched places, and make your bones strong; and you shall be like a watered garden,
like a spring of water, whose waters never fail. 12Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise
up the foundations of many generations; you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer
of streets to live in.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 51:1-17

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; in your great compassion blot out my
offenses.

Wash me through and through from my wickedness, and cleanse me from my sin.

3For I know my offenses, and my sin is ever before me.

4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; so you are justified when
you speak and right in your judgment.

Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, a sinner from my mother’s womb.

®Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, and would have me know wisdom deep within.
7"Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be purer than snow.
8Let me hear joy and gladness; that the body you have broken may rejoice.

“Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my wickedness.

10Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.

HCast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me.

I2Restore to me the joy of your salvation and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.

13Let me teach your ways to offenders, and sinners shall be restored to you.

14Rescue me from bloodshed, O God of my salvation, and my tongue shall sing of your
righteousness.



150 Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise.
16For you take no delight in sacrifice, or I would give it. You are not pleased with burnt offering.
7The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit; a troubled and broken heart, O God, you will not despise.

Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:20b--6:10

20bWe entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 2'For our sake he made him to be sin
who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. ¢1As we work together
with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in vain. 2For he says, “At an acceptable
time I have listened to you, and on a day of salvation I have helped you.” See, now is the acceptable
time; see, now is the day of salvation! 3We are putting no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault
may be found with our ministry, *but as servants of God we have commended ourselves in every
way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, >beatings, imprisonments, riots,
labors, sleepless nights, hunger; ¢by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit,
genuine love, “truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the
right hand and for the left; 8in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as
impostors, and yet are true; °as unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and see —we are alive;
as punished, and yet not killed; 1%as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich;
as having nothing, and yet possessing everything.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*Stand

Gospel: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

The holy gospel according to
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by
them; for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven. 2“So whenever you give alms, do
not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that
they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 3But when you give
alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4so that your alms may be done
in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 5 And whenever you pray, do not be
like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so
that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. °But whenever
you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your
Father who sees in secret will reward you. 1“ And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the
hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you,
they have received their reward. 7But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, 18so
that your fasting may be seen not by others but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father
who sees in secret will reward you. “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where
moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal; 2but store up for yourselves treasures
in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. 2'For
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
*Congregation is seated



Sermon

Hymn #91 - Savior, When in Dust to You
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I Sav-ior, when in dust to you low we bow in hom - age due;
2 By your help-less in- fant years, by your life of want and tears,
3 By your hour of dire de- spair, by your ag - o - ny of prayer,
4 By your deep ex - pir-ing groan, by the sad se - pul - chral stone,
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when,re - pen - tant, to the skies scarce we lift our weep-ing eyes;
by your days of deep dis - tress in the sav-age wil - der - ness,
by the cross, the nail, the thorn, pierc-ing spear, and tor-turing scorn,
by the vault whose dark a - bode held in vain the ris - ing God,

oh, by all your pains and woe suf-fered once for us be - low,
by the dread, mys - te - rious hour of thein-sult-ing tempt-er’s pow'’r,
by the gloom that veiled the skies o’er the dread-ful sac - ri - fice,
oh, from earth to heav’'n re - stored, might-y, re - as - cend-ed Lord,
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bend-ing from your throne on high, hear our pen-i - ten-tial  cry!
turn, oh, turn a fa - vring eye; hear our pen-i - ten-tial cry!
lis - ten to our hum-ble sigh; hear our pen-i - ten-tial cry!

bend-ing from your throne on high, hear our pen-i ten-tial  cry!

Text: Robert Grant, 1779-1838, alt.
Music: ABERYSTWYTH, Joseph Parry, 1841-1903

Invitation to Lent

Confession of Sin
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.

Most holy and merciful God,

we confess to you and to one another, and before the whole company of heaven, that we have
sinned by our fault, by our own fault, by our own most grievous fault, in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven.
Have mercy on us, O God.

We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not been true to the mind
of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit.
Have mercy on us, O God.



Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that have infected our lives, we
confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people, we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith that is in us, we confess to
you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, we confess
to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and our prejudice and
contempt toward those who differ from us, we confess to you.

Have mercy on us, O God.

Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those who come after us, we
confess to you.

Have mercy on us, O God.

Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us.
Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great.

Imposition of Ashes

Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth. May these ashes be a sign of our
mortality and penitence, reminding us that only by the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ are we given
eternal life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

People may come forward and kneel or stand to receive the ashes.

Music #296 - Just AsI Am

1 Just as I am, without one plea, 2 Just as I am, and waiting not
but that thy blood was shed for me, to rid my soul of one dark blot,
and that thou bidd’st me come to thee, to thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

3 Just as I am, though tossed about 4 Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind;
with many a conflict, many a doubt, sight, riches, healing of the mind,
fightings and fears within, without, yea, all I need in thee to find,

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

5 Just as I am, thou wilt receive, 6 Just as I am; thy love unknown
wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; has broken ev’ry barrier down;
because thy promise I believe, now to be thine, yea, thine alone,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come, O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789-1871



Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation,

that we may show forth your glory in the world.

By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior,

bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection.

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen
us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.

Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in
need.
Prayer Response:  Merciful God
Receive our prayer.

Remembering those in our prayers: Family of Dick Schuhrke, Family of Audrey Kuntz,

Damon Hall, Rosemary Walter, Halle Blain, Kwirt Johnson, Pastor Beth Parks, Randy Mosser,
Maurice Obrigewitch, Craig McLaughlin, Al Urban, JoAnne Suomala, Dale Oyhus, Mary Knotts,
Bryce Wigert, Norma Newton, Lanie Nichols, Margaret Braun, Johnny Syminow, Mark Hinrichs,
Nicole Koegl, Lincoln Lee Johnson, Duane Davis, Carmen Ruud, Becky Yadon, Carol Johnson,
Monica Hushka, Mark Trechock, Janeen Nichols, Marilyn Oyhus, Mindy O’Brien, Chandler Nichols,
Bennette Mansfield, those who have lost their jobs, those with mental illness, those seeking Sobriety,
those struggling with infertility, all troops and their families & those working for peace in our
world.

Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Choir Anthem - "Remember Me"

Offering
Offering Son 1 2
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Turn now, and seek God’s face, now be-hold God’s in-vi - ta-tion.
Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950, based on 2 Corinthians 6:2 and Isaiah 58:6-9
Music: TIME OF GRACE, Marty Haugen
Text and music © 2009 Augsburg Fortress
Offering Prayer
Let us pray.

God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life. Bless us
and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.



Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
0

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

[ & X

Y |
b | I I F
v
|

R

\HER

] ]
3 2
Ho -1y, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
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san-na in the high - est, ho - san - na in the  high - est.

Thanksgiving at the Table
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures

from age to age.

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we proclaim the

mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come

again.

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and
wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon
and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.

Amen.



The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
*Congregation is seated

Communion Song - Come to the Table
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Come to the ta-ble of mer-cy, pre-pared with the wine and the bread.
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All who are hun-gry and thirst-y, come, and your souls will be fed.
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Come at the Lord’s in - vi - ta - tion; re-ceive from his nail - scarred hand.
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Eat of the bread of sal-va - tion; drink of the blood of the Lamb.
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Text: Claire Cloninger, b. 1942

Music: COME TO THE TABLE, Martin J. Nystrom, b. 1956
Text and music © 1991 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music; Juniper Landing Music, admin. Word Music; and Word Music.

Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Communion Distribution
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. Please come forward and hold out your hands in the form of a

cross or a cradle to receive the body of Christ. Choose a cup of red wine or white grape juice. If you are only
able to receive one of the two elements, please know that you receive the fullness of Christ in one element. You
may choose to receive a simple blessing if you prefer. Please notify an usher or the pastor if you have difficulty
coming forward and communion will be brought to you.



Prayer after Communion

Let us pray.

Merciful God, accompany our journey through these forty days. Renew us in the gift of baptism,
that we may provide for those who are poor, pray for those in need, fast from self-indulgence, and
above all that we may find our treasure in the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
Blessing
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.
Hymn #734 - Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling - WOV
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1 Soft - ly and ten-der -ly Je-sus is call - ing, «call - ing for
2 Why should we tar - ry when Je - sus is plead-ing, plead -ing for
3  Oh, for the won-der - ful love he has prom-ised, prom-ised for
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you and for me. See, on the por - tals he’s wait-ing and watch-ing,
you and for me?  Why should we lin - ger and heed not his mer - cies,
you and for me! Though we have sinned, he has mer-cy and par - don,
Refrain
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watch-ing for you and for me.
mer - cies for you and for me? “Come home, come home!
par - don for you and for me.
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You who are wea-ry, come home.” Ear - nest-ly, ten-der - ly,
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Je-sus is call-ing, call - ing, “O  sin- ner, come home!”
Text: Will L. Thompson, 1847-1909
Music: THOMPSON, Will L. Thompson
Dismissal

Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is
good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted;

honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Thanks be to God.
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