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Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ. Amen.

Last Sunday, after | finished here, | ran to Dickinson to fill in for Pastor Mike.
Violet was with me f and if you know Violet and I, you know we like our coffee,
it more like a necessity for me! Now, the closest coffee shop to Peace Lutheran

that was open was Starbucksi so of cour se,

that s wh

was being proactivei or dered ahead on the app so
ther e. Wel |, Vi ol etds hot chocol ate wa

But my coffee? My coffee was nowhere to be found. We waited. And we waited.
And my coffee was still not done. And the longer | waited, the more agitated |
got. | was in a hurry to get back to Belfield for our worship -planning meeting.

Finally, the barista |l ooked up, saw my

The espresso machine has not been work
m

sure it was right. &6 And that stopped
was calm. Meanwhile, | was doing the exact opposite fi impatient, frustrated,

l osing my peace over a cup of coffee.
isn't it? The second candlefi the Peace Candlefi calls us to slow down, to
breathe, and to remember that God is still at work, even in the waiting.

In our Gospel reading today, John the Baptist bursts onto the scene out in the wil-
derness. Heds not exactlyitclaenepidost thrae

and power ful

belt, locusts and honey for lunchi heds wild and | oud. B ulf
ORepent, for t he king

No w, repentance ifisintddts aabboouutt sthuarnmei ng a

reset. ltds the moment when we reali ze

getting i mpatient about the wrong thi
somet hing better waiti nd.whenWhsop fightingthe w
pace of Godds grace.

Earlier this morning we asked the kids

what readiness looks like i wai t i ng, watching, being
selves those same questions. (Pause, look around) Are you ready for Christmas?
Have you finished decorating? Shopping? Baking? Wrapping? Got all the travel

plans figured out? Those are fun questionsfi but t hereds a dee

them: Are you ready for the Christ of

getting our housesreadyfi i t 6s about getting our hea

Johnds message and this second candl e
from checking off our lists. Peace comes when we make space for Jesud when

oBehold, | am doing a new th
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we turn toward Him and let Him steady our hearts.
Maybe you need peace in your family right now.
Maybe you need peace in your schedule.

Maybe you need peace in your soul.

The good news is: the Prince of Peace is already drawing near.

The psal mist prays in Psalm 72: o0May the
dance of peace tildl the moon shall be nc
comes from everything being easy. It 6s
love fi when people care for one another, when the poor are lifted up, when
compassion becomes a way of life.

This is the peace that Jesus came to bring, and the peace that still changes the
world today i one heart, one home, one act of kindness at a time.

John said, oBear fruit worthy of repenta
ple of peacefi to let the love of Christ show up in our actions. When we forgive

instead of holding a grudge, when we listen before we speak, when we choose
gentleness instead of controli t hat 6s how we prepare th
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John also said, 0The one who is coming
That 6s our Advent hopefn Jefusie wilbbaptize wshwith i s ¢
the Holy Spirit and fire. That fire doe
noise and the hurry and fills us with peace that lasts.

When that peace takes hold, something beautiful happensfi justice begins to
flow A j ust Il i ke the hymn wedl |l sing in a
Streams. 0

So yes, my coffee took longer than | wanted. And sometimes, peace does too.
But Advent teaches us that waiting isnot
paring something better than we expected.

i s we e k :
S been te
Pray for

Her eds your invitation for t
Of fer forgiveness where there
who6s worn out or overl ooked
Or simply slow down and notice where God is already present.

h
0

Let peace begin with you. Because when we live
as people of peace, we prepare the way for Y e ,
Christ i right here, right now. o 4 v

May our hearts be ready i not perfect, just
ready i to receive the Christ of Christmas, the
Prince of Peace.

Amen.




ANNUAUIMEEBINGS 2026
CHURCHIMATTERS

W ydzZ NBE A& GKS aYS FT2NJ 2dzNJ Iy y NN g
FNB SyO2dzN} 3SR G2 +F3SYR FyR G S SEElg [y
O2yINBWI ¥y@&YyME HPX HAHDP ‘
lff Fyydzrt YSSey3da gAff 0SS KSf ldzii K
22AYyU0 62NBRKAL) aSNBAOS G wmnyYn @ |
YSSeoy3dao
¢KS LINB&ASYyOS 2F @2ay3d YSYOSNI 59 Y S
SyO02dzN» 3SR a ¢S St SO Ozdzy('))\f iza &
RSOAAA2Ya 2y AGSY&a AYLRZNILF YD KS|

- - Ve - A




We rejoiced with Tyl er
as their son, Tucker ,
November 30t h, 2025 at
Bel -eld Lutheran Churcl

Tucker Boone Toso was |
7, 2025's bwugpkersmal spo
Mc Kenna and Tate Nor db)

We weleowe you into The Lord s fomity, Tucker!
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S1 Steadfast

OQur church continues because of peopl e w
probably planned. Week after week, familiar faces quietly make sure worship happens, do
opened, coffee is brewed, music is played, and ministries continue. In times of transition, s
service matters more than ever. It keeps us grounded, connected, and moving forward tog
a community of faith.

E! Encouragement

To those who have been serving féithduatigtimes doing the same job again add again
please hear this clearly: you are deeply appreciated. Your dedication has carried our congt
through change, wuncertainty, and busy se
Thank you for your continued service!

R* Respond
This season is also a tiSmemetooer shrpahd. hle
good news: that someone might be you! Se

ment, or knowing all the answers. Many opportunities simply need a willing heart and a hel
hand. Even small acts of service make a big difference when shared among many people.

V 1 Vocation

Serving is more than filinga spotonaschedudes | i vi ng out our ca
God has given each of us unique gifts, skills, and experiences meant to be shared for the
the whole church. Some serve up front, others behind the scenes, and many in ways that «
support everything else. Every role matters, and no contribution is too small to be meaning

E1 Everyone

In this season without a pastor, we are reminded that church is not builBahisteitterson

on all of us. When many hands share the work, the load feels lighter, joy grows stronger, a
one carries everythi ng@orastwantdalearh fagigaseu 6 r e
talk witlDarnyl or Rebecc@hey would be happy to help you find a place to plug in as we cor
ue to serve together in faith.
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We welesme you into The Lovd s jowity, Sandon!
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Firdt Cormmmanion
13131 dalghedof Michael & Hanna Rear
K s Nj senfoflCyrddgBechtold & Michael Curun
n k| Nj +n hsénldflidddantHatAdjbiler
+s SS| U sBhofddred Mohler and Michelle Doughty
v
welcomed to the table of Holy
Communion on December 7th at M
Lutheran Church. Tess is the daugiie
On December 28th, we welcomed Aiden er

and Landon Curun to the table of Ho l
Congratul ations and wel come to
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