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òBehold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?ó  Isaiah 43:19 

Rebecca Kasianõs SermonñDecember 7th, 2025 
 
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ. Amen.  
 
Last Sunday, after I finished here, I ran to Dickinson to fill in for Pastor Mike.  
Violet was with me ñ and if you know Violet and I, you know we like our coffee, 
it more like a necessity for me! Now, the closest coffee shop to Peace Lutheran 
that was open was Starbucks ñ so of course, thatõs where we went. I thought I 
was being proactive ñ ordered ahead on the app so itõd be ready when we got 
there. Well, Violetõs hot chocolate was sitting there waiting, just like it should be. 
But my coffee? My coffee was nowhere to be found. We waited. And we waited. 
And my coffee was still not done. And the longer I waited, the more agitated I 
got. I was in a hurry to get back to Belfield for our worship -planning meeting. 
Finally, the barista looked up, saw my face, and said, òIõm so sorry for the delay.ó 
The espresso machine has not been working this morning, òI just wanted to make 
sure it was right.ó And that stopped me. She wasnõt rushing. She was careful. She 
was calm. Meanwhile, I was doing the exact opposite ñ impatient, frustrated, 
losing my peace over a cup of coffee. Thatõs kind of what Advent reminds us of, 
isn't it? The second candle ñ the Peace Candle ñ calls us to slow down, to 
breathe, and to remember that God is still at work, even in the waiting.  
 
In our Gospel reading today, John the Baptist bursts onto the scene out in the wil-
derness. Heõs not exactly the picture of calm or comfort ñ camelõs hair, a leather 
belt, locusts and honey for lunch ñ heõs wild and loud. But his message is simple 
and powerful: òRepent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near!ó  
Now, repentance isnõt about shame ñ itõs about turning around. Itõs a spiritual 
reset. Itõs the moment when we realize weõve been standing in the wrong line, 
getting impatient about the wrong things, and God says, òTurn around. Thereõs 
something better waiting.ó Thatõs how peace begins ñ when we stop fighting the 
pace of Godõs grace. 
 
Earlier this morning we asked the kids, òAre you ready?ó And they showed us 
what readiness looks like ñ waiting, watching, being patient. So letõs ask our-
selves those same questions. (Pause, look around) Are you ready for Christmas?  
Have you finished decorating? Shopping? Baking? Wrapping? Got all the travel 
plans figured out? Those are fun questions ñ but thereõs a deeper one beneath 
them: Are you ready for the Christ of Christmas? Because Advent isnõt just about 
getting our houses ready ñ itõs about getting our hearts ready. 
 
Johnõs message and this second candle both remind us that peace doesnõt come 
from checking off our lists. Peace comes when we make space for Jesus ñ when 
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we turn toward Him and let Him steady our hearts.  
 
Maybe you need peace in your family right now.  
Maybe you need peace in your schedule. 
Maybe you need peace in your soul. 
  
The good news is: the Prince of Peace is already drawing near. 
 
The psalmist prays in Psalm 72: òMay the righteous flourish; let there be an abun-
dance of peace till the moon shall be no more.ó  Thatõs not the kind of peace that 
comes from everything being easy. Itõs the peace that grows out of justice and 
love ñ when people care for one another, when the poor are lifted up, when 
compassion becomes a way of life. 
 
This is the peace that Jesus came to bring, and the peace that still changes the 
world today ñ one heart, one home, one act of kindness at a time. 
 
John said, òBear fruit worthy of repentance.ó Thatõs what it means to live as peo-
ple of peace ñ to let the love of Christ show up in our actions. When we forgive 
instead of holding a grudge, when we listen before we speak, when we choose 
gentleness instead of control ñ thatõs how we prepare the way of the Lord. 

 
John also said, òThe one who is coming after me is more powerful than I.ó  
Thatõs our Advent hope. The one who is coming ñ Jesus ñ will baptize us with 
the Holy Spirit and fire. That fire doesnõt destroy; it refines. It clears away the 
noise and the hurry and fills us with peace that lasts. 
 
When that peace takes hold, something beautiful happens ñ justice begins to 
flow ñ just like the hymn weõll sing in a moment, òLet Justice Flow Like 
Streams.ó 
 
So yes, my coffee took longer than I wanted. And sometimes, peace does too.  
But Advent teaches us that waiting isnõt wasted. God is at work in the delay, pre-
paring something better than we expected. 
 
Hereõs your invitation for this week: find one way to be a peacemaker.  
Offer forgiveness where thereõs been tension. Speak a kind word to someone 
whoõs worn out or overlooked. Pray for someone whoõs difficult to love.  
Or simply slow down and notice where God is already present.  
 
Let peace begin with you. Because when we live 
as people of peace, we prepare the way for 
Christ ñ right here, right now.  
 
May our hearts be ready ñ not perfect, just 
ready ñ to receive the Christ of Christmas, the 
Prince of Peace. 
 
Amen.  
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Tucker Boone Toso 

We rejoiced with Tyler and Mattea Toso 

as their son, Tucker, was baptized on 

November 30th, 2025 at 

Bel­eld Lutheran Church. 

 

Tucker Boone Toso was born on March 

7, 2025. Tucker's baptismal sponsors are 

McKenna and Tate Nordby.  

We welcome you into the LordΩs family, Tucker! 

 Baptism 

SERVE 

S ¹  Steadfast  

Our church continues because of people who show up, pitch in, and say ñyesò more often than they 
probably planned. Week after week, familiar faces quietly make sure worship happens, doors are 
opened, coffee is brewed, music is played, and ministries continue. In times of transition, steadfast 
service matters more than ever. It keeps us grounded, connected, and moving forward together as 
a community of faith. 
 

E ¹  Encouragement  
To those who have been serving faithfullyðsometimes doing the same job again and againð
please hear this clearly: you are deeply appreciated. Your dedication has carried our congregation 
through change, uncertainty, and busy seasons. You are living examples of Christôs love in action. 
Thank you for your continued service! 
 

R ¹  Respond  
This season is also a time to respond. If youôve ever thought, ñSomeone should help with that,ò 
good news: that someone might be you! Serving doesnôt require special training, lifelong commit-
ment, or knowing all the answers. Many opportunities simply need a willing heart and a helping 
hand. Even small acts of service make a big difference when shared among many people. 
 

V ¹  Vocation  
Serving is more than filling a spot on a scheduleðitôs living out our calling as followers of Christ. 
God has given each of us unique gifts, skills, and experiences meant to be shared for the good of 
the whole church. Some serve up front, others behind the scenes, and many in ways that quietly 
support everything else. Every role matters, and no contribution is too small to be meaningful. 
 

E ¹  Everyone  
In this season without a pastor, we are reminded that church is not built on one personðit is built 
on all of us. When many hands share the work, the load feels lighter, joy grows stronger, and no 
one carries everything alone. If youôre interested in servingðor just want to learn moreðplease 
talk with Darnyl or Rebecca. They would be happy to help you find a place to plug in as we contin-
ue to serve together in faith. 
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On December 28th, we welcomed Aiden Chamberlain, Conner Mohler, Abby Rear 

and Landon Curun to the table of Holy Communion at Belfield Lutheran Church. 

Congratulations and welcome to the Lord's table! 

ĲĲǹ eļħǛגdaughter of Michael & Hanna Rear 
NħŚĸşǋ +ŷŬŷǋגson of Cyrena Bechtold & Michael Curun 

ŋĸļǋ +ŉħřĲļŬŕħŋǋגson of Jordan Hutzenbiler 
+şŚŚļǛ RşŉŕļǛגson of Jared Mohler and Michelle Doughty 

Landon James Curun 

.ĉĂâĘÀġĥûÀġêĉĂĜ ġĉ ZÀĂÓĉĂ VÀā×Ĝ 

.ĥĘĥĂ ĳçĉ ĳÀĜ ÌÀĕġêľ×Ó 4×Í×āÌ×Ę 

őŗġç Àġ -×ûŅ×ûÓ Zĥġç×ĘÀĂ .çĥĘÍçū H× 

êĜ ġç× ĜĉĂ ĉá .ĹĘ×ĂÀ -×ÍçġĉûÓ ÀĂÓ 

`êÍçÀ×û .ĥĘĥĂū H× êĜ ġç× âĘÀĂÓĜĉĂ ĉá 

VĉÀĂĂ× -ÀĂâ ÀĂÓ zçÀĳĂ CÀĳĘĹûĥøū 

HêĜ ÌÀĕġêĜāÀû ĜĕĉĂĜĉĘĜ ÀĘ× VĉÀĂĂ× 

-ÀĂâ Ɠ zçÀĳĂ CÀĳĘĹûĥøū 

We welcome you into the LordΩs family, Landon! 

 Baptism 

We celebrate with Tess Mlynar who was 
welcomed to the table of Holy 

Communion on December 7th at Medora 
Lutheran Church. Tess is the  daughter of 
Kyle and Alyssa Mlynar. Welcome to the 

Lord's table, Tess! (not pictured) 


