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Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ. Amen.

At Wednesday School this week i and again next week i we are learning

aboutDani el and the Lionsdé Den.

To start the lesson, | asked the kids to imagine the scariest situationthey
could think of fi something that would make their stomach drop.

They had great answers: a plane crashing, a cruise ship sinking, getting lost
in the woods, a bear attackfi you name it. We listed twelve on the board

and ranked them from least scary to most terrifying.

Then | asked, OWoul d it be more s
alone? ¢

They all said the samething:0 | t s | ess scary if so
That |l ed perfectly into Daniel s st
for doing what was right i for praying to God even when the king said not

t o. It was terrifying. But Da i ihis tef-

uge and strength, even among lions.

That s e x Rsalin 46proclama fi not a life without fear, but faith

that stands with God in the middle of fear:

0God i s our refuge and strengt h,
Therefore we wil/| not fear, t hough
And thatods why we BARlightyfrortess Is Our Goolutier t=E
wrote that hymn when his world was shaking. Like Daniel, he trusted that
even when everything else gives way

God Is Our Refuge - , , , SPECIAL POINTS\DEREST
Psalm 46 paints the picture: mountains trembling, oceans roaring, nations

raging. Chaos everywhere i and yet the psalmist dares to say,0 We wi | le Camfionétion 2025

fear . o .

We al l have ourif adagnosis, aloss, @ strdimed elation- 1l Al DY

ship, a season of uncertainty. TWomenods Ret|reat
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A Moment of Refuge
Have you ever had one of those nights when you wake up at 3 a.m. and

your mind just wondt stop? Yo-ilh. Theepl ¢

house IS silent, but i nside, ever
And what finally quiets the noise i:
tonid i tds remembering that 1 6m not fa
in the dark, steady and calm, holding the world until morning.

Thatds what Psalm 46 promi ses. Ref uc¢

the presence of Godin trouble fi the same presence Daniel felt in the

|l ionsd den.

And if you stood outside here in Medora last Monday, you know what a

windy day feels like. The air howled through the valley, sand whipped
across the road, and the cottonwoods
sometimesit | i ke everythingds shiofGoidng.s B!
mi dst of the ci t yEyvenivhen thehvant picksnup,tGodb e m
holds the ground steady beneath us.
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Godds Word Sets Us Free
In Johnoés Gospel, Jesus adds to t
ol f you continue i n my wor d, my
and you will know the truth, and the tr ake
The peopl e l i stening di dnot und e=E=s= = 6 We ¢
slaves! 6 But Jesus wasnoOti heareditheg. about phys chas
things that bind our hearts: guilt, fear, shame, the need to be enough. LK -
That s what Martin Luther discov%_ He—+ s p e net ear
Godods favor . The harder he tried, Jhe heviem e b
one day, reading Scripture,wetod irted® ’\ 2 LEh 4 S ab
about what Christ has already done. PR, B
That truth set him free, and it od e
Word doesndét filtseteasdsag. Ifjbreakes opersevery cage
that fear and sin try to build around us.
Godds Word Stildl Ref or ms
Psalm 46 says0 God speaks, and Gohded se aWwotrhd
just comfort ; it transforms. A TGoaAt orn
speaking new life into a weary church.
And God hasndt stopped reforming rd
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ened Daniel and Luther still reforms hearts today.

Every generation faces the same question: what does -

it mean to continwe i n God r d O

Maybe it means rediscovering kindness in a world ";)

thatds forgotten how to | -

Maybe it means opening our doors wider fi not just ((:

saying oall are welcome, 6 lean ¢

Maybe it means rememberinp G = -

nédt in noise or control, K& qu &

And maybe it means remembering the faith of our O

children i1 the kind of faith we heard in Wednesday D)

School and in the childrenos /rmor<thizojmo n

The simple truth that 0GoOQ( ‘ us |1 t ub™e

just a message for kids. It ne foundation f

one of us. W2 AY dza Fa ¢
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Refuge and Freedom Today .St USER [dziKS

Psalm 46 and John 8 belong together. One speaks of b2@3SYOSNI HON

refuge; the other, of freedom. Together, they tell us

who we are and whose we are.

When everything shakes, God is our stronghold.
When sin binds us, Christ sets us free.

When the world feels
dures.

The truth that reformed the church 500 years ago
still reforms us today. We live not by fear or perfor-
mance, but by gracefi and that grace gives us both
safety and courage, refuge and freedom, to love
boldly in a shaking world.
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A Mighty Fortress and a Living Faith
& ut & iAnMigbtyGortedss|s Qo Godwasewritten

under threat, y et he coul d
still shall | et remain. 6 TFt
mation Sunday i Goddés Word still re
But that truth isndt meant
torybooksfi i t 8s meant to take ro
So herefds the call

Stand firm in Godo6s Word wh
certain.

Be refuge for someone else when life feels like a li-
onsd den.

Live the freedom Christ gives i not by fear, but by

grace.

Because when the wind picks up, when fear creeps
in, and when everything seems to shift i the world

needs to see the church standing on something sol-
id.

And that solid ground is Christ
strength, our freedom.

Amen.
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fi our refuge, our
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2XU PLGGOH VFKRRO DQG KLJK VFKRRO NLGV JRW WR JDWKHU LQ 'LFNLQVRQ IRU
VFKRRO VWXGHQWY DQG PLGGOH VFKRRO VWXGHQWY SDUWLFLSDWLQJ LQ ZRUV|
EDOO 7KH KLJK VFKRRO VWXGHQWY HYHQ JRW WR GR D FRPPXQLW\ VHUYLFH SUF
GHQWVY PRYH LQWR DSDUWPHQWY FOHDQLQJ DQG PRVW LPSRUWDQWO\ YLVLWLQ
\RX VHH VRPH Rl WKH \RXWK LQ WKHVH SLFWXUHV SOHDVH EH VXUH WR DVN WKH!
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